
SEX EDUCATION IN 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS: 
DISPELLING THE MYTHS

RESPECT for PARENTS



MYTH 1
PRIMARY SCHOOLS ARE LEGALLY 
REQUIRED TO TEACH SEX AND 
RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION

THE TRUTH… 

not

MYTH 2
THE PRIMARY SCIENCE 
CURRICULUM PLACES SCHOOLS 
UNDER AN OBLIGATION TO 
PROVIDE SEX EDUCATION

THE TRUTH… 



MYTH 3
PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNING 
BODIES ARE REQUIRED TO 
FOLLOW THE ADVICE OF THEIR 
LOCAL AUTHORITY WITH REGARD 
TO SEX EDUCATION 

THE TRUTH… 

MYTH 4
SEX EDUCATION IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS IS NEEDED TO REDUCE 
RATES OF TEENAGE PREGNANCY 
AND SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 
INFECTION

THE TRUTH… 



MYTH 5
THE REASON THAT TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY RATES ARE LOWER 
IN THE NETHERLANDS IS BECAUSE 
DUTCH SCHOOLS PROVIDE SEX 
EDUCATION FROM THE AGE OF FIVE

THE TRUTH… 
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MYTH 6
SEX EDUCATION SHOULD BE LEFT 
TO THE PROFESSIONALS. PARENTS 
ARE NOT THE BEST PEOPLE TO 
JUDGE WHAT THEIR CHILDREN 
NEED TO LEARN AND WHEN

THE TRUTH… 
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